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Preface

IBM® Informix® is an exceptional online transaction processing (OLTP)
database management system that offers outstanding performance, reliability,
scalability, and manageability for enterprise and workgroup computing. As a
full-featured relational database management system platform, Informix offers
extensive capabilities to meet unique business requirements with the speed of
native database functions.

These functions include enhanced performance, availability, and database
administrator and programmer productivity. In addition, there is reduced
deployment and management costs. As examples, you can customize the data
server footprint with the Deployment Wizard. The SQL API and scheduler make it
even easier to automate maintenance activities. And, the GUI-based OpenAdmin
Tool for Informix database server provides a global view of remote servers, with
flexible analysis and drill down to the query level.

In this IBM Redbooks® publication, we focus on, and provide an overview of the
high availability and enterprise replication features of Informix 11.70. IBM
Informix provides solutions for making data highly available through the MACH11
cluster. The components of the MACH11 cluster include High Availability Data
Replication (HDR), Shared Disk Secondary (SDS), and Remote Secondary
Standby (RSS) servers. Enterprise Replication (ER) provides a means of
selectively replicating data between systems in near real time. The Informix
Flexible Grid eliminates the administrative complexity of ER, and it provides the
ability to automatically create database objects, such as tables, indexes, and
stored procedures, on all nodes within the grid as a single operation. These
enhanced enterprise replication features provide solutions for those customers
requiring reliable and quick dissemination of data across a global organization.

There is also enhanced capability for customers requiring high-availability
disaster recovery, in the form of the ability to resend primary server indexes to
secondary servers without requiring a rebuild of the index on the primary server.

Capabilities such as these enable faster, easier, and more reliable distribution
and high availability of data, resulting in improved access and use throughout the
enterprise.
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